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Notwithstanding acceptance, the Owner or Wiley may (but is not obliged to) require changes to the Contribution, including 
changes to the length of the Contribution, and/or elect not to publish the Contribution if for any reason, in the Owner’s or Wiley’s 
reasonable judgment, such publication would be inconsistent with the Core Practices and associated guidelines set forth by the 
Committee on Publication Ethics (a not-for-profit organization based in the UK: https://publicationethics.org/core-practices) or 
would result in legal liability, violation of Wiley’s ethical guidelines, or violation of journal ethical practices.

A Contribution prepared solely by an employee (or employees) of the U.S. federal government (i.e., the Agency) as part of the 
employee’s official duties or which is an official U.S. government publication, is not subject to copyright protection within the 
United States. Under the provisions of the Copyright Act Title 17 of the United States Code (USC), “Copyright protection under this 
title is not available for any work of the United States Government….” (17 USC § 105). “Work of the United States Government” is 
a work prepared by an officer or employee of the United States Government as part of that person’s official duties. (17 USC § 101, 
Definitions). For United States Department of the Interior policy guidance, see Departmental Manual (DM) chapters 454 DM 2 and 
476 DM 4.3.

Co-authors who are not government employees will be required to sign a separate license agreement with Wiley or the Owner, and 
in such circumstances where there is a co-author who is not a government employee, the Contribution will be subject to Wiley’s 
article sharing policy.

The Agency acknowledges that the suitability of the Contribution for publication shall be determined by Wiley at its sole discretion. 
Wiley shall have the right to edit the Contribution to conform to the Journal’s standards of style, technological requirements, 
language usage, grammar and punctuation, provided that the meaning of the Contribution is not materially altered. 

The Agency hereby permits Wiley to reproduce the Contribution in whole or in part, in all forms and all media (whether known at 
this time or developed at any time in the future) throughout the world, in all languages, to include but are not limited to the right 

Dear Contributor(s):

Thank you for submitting your Contribution for publication in the Journal. In order to expedite the editing and 
publishing process and enable Wiley to disseminate your Contribution to the fullest extent, we need to have this 
Agreement executed by the Agency. If the Contribution is not accepted for publication in the Journal, or if the 
Contribution is subsequently rejected, this Agreement will be null and void. Publication cannot proceed without a 
signed copy of this Agreement.
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to translate, create adaptations, extracts, or derivative works and to permit others to do so.  Further, Wiley is provided permission 
to copy, sell, and distribute the Contribution in all forms and all media (whether known at this time or developed at any time in the 
future).  

For the avoidance of doubt, “Contribution” is defined to only include the article submitted by the Contributor(s) for publication in 
the Journal (including any embedded rich media) and does not extend to any supporting information submitted with or referred 
to in the Contribution (“Supporting Information”). To the extent that any Supporting Information is submitted to the Journal, 
Wiley is granted a perpetual, non-exclusive license to publish, republish, transmit, sell, distribute and otherwise use this Supporting 
Information in whole or in part in electronic and print editions of the Journal and in derivative works throughout the world, in all 
languages and in all media of expression now known or later developed, and to license or permit others to do so.

The Agency confirms that the Contributor(s) prepared the Contribution identified above as part of their official duties as a United 
States Government employee(s) and/or the Contribution identified above was derived from work funded by the U.S. Government.  
The Contribution is original and has not been published elsewhere.  Further, the Contribution will not contain any fabrication, 
falsification, or plagiarism, or infringe upon the rights or the privacy of others. The Agency confirms that the Contributor represents 
that there are no conflicts of interest relating to the Contribution, except as disclosed. Accordingly, the Contributor represents that 
the following information shall be clearly identified on the title page of the Contribution: (1) all financial and material support for the 
research and work; (2) any financial interests the Contributor(s) may have in companies or other entities that have an interest in the 
information in the Contribution or any submitted Supporting Information (e.g., grants, advisory boards, employment, consultancies, 
contracts, honoraria, royalties, expert testimony, partnerships, or stock ownership); and (3) indication of no such financial interests if 
appropriate.

Where applicable, the Agency confirms that the lead Contributor has informed the Agency co-Contributor(s) of the Contribution 
of the terms of this Agreement and has obtained their signed written permission to execute this Agreement on their behalf as 
their representative. If excerpts from copyrighted works owned by third parties are included, the Contributor shall obtain written 
permission from the copyright owners for all uses as set forth in the standard permissions form and the Journal’s Author Guidelines, 
and to show credit to the sources in the Contribution.  

The Agency confirms that Wiley may process the Contributor’s personal data, including storing or transferring data outside of the 
country of the Contributor’s residence, solely in order to process transactions related to this Agreement and to communicate with 
the Contributor, and that the Publisher has a legitimate interest in processing the Contributor’s personal data. The Agency confirms 
that the Contributor has agreed to the processing of the Contributor’s personal data (and, where applicable, confirms that the 
Contributor has obtained the permission from all other writer(s) of the Contribution to process their personal data). Wiley shall 
comply with all applicable laws, statutes and regulations relating to data protection and privacy and shall process such personal data 
in accordance with Wiley’s Privacy Policy located at: https://www.wiley.com/privacy.

The Agency agrees to the terms of this Agreement and consents to execution and delivery of this Agreement electronically and 
agrees that an electronic signature shall be given the same legal force as a handwritten signature, and has authority to execute this 
Agreement on the Contributor’s/Contributors’ behalf.
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